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IRELAND. 



CEIMINAL TABLES FOR THE YEAR 1845. 



Explanatiwis and Calculaiions loith reference to the accompanying Tahles^. 



The followng Tables iire compiled from Returns made to the Local Inspectors 
of the Gaols by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 7 Geo. IV., chap. 
74, and being compared with the records of each gaol, furnish a statement of 
the amount of crime in the respective counties in Ireland, as shown by the num- 
ber of persons committed for trial during the year 1845. 

Tables have also been prepared, showing for each county separately the sex of 
the persons committed, their age and degree of instruction, so far as these par- 
ticulars can be ascertained. 

Summaries are annexed, showing at one view the total number of persons 
committed for trial or bailed in each county in Ireland collectively, the descrip- 
tion of oifence with which charged, and the result of the proceedings. 

Examined as to numbers, the Criminal Tables for 1845 present a considerable 
decrease in commitments, as compared with preceding years; the total number 
of committals for 1845 being 16,696, or a decrease, as compared with the pre- 
ceding year, of 14*15 per cent. 

Gross number of committals for the years: — 

1639. 1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 

26,392 23,831 20,796 21,186 20,126 19,448 16,696 

And this decrease extends itself to all the classes of crime, as well those comprising 
the gravest offences, as those of a less atrocious description. 

In class No. 1, “Offences against the person with violence,” the number of 
committals was 4,827, being a decrease of 11-95 per cent. 

In class No. 2, “ Offences against property with violence,” a slight increase has 
occurred, arising from an excess under the head of “ Holding forcible possession." 
The numbers in that class for the past year were 1,112, showmg an increase 
of the whole amounting to 54. 

In class No. 3, “ Offences against property without violence,” the committals 
have amounted to 5,686, being a decrease on that class of 691, or 10*8#per cent 

Class No. 4, containing “ Malicious offences against property,” shows a trifling 
increase of 5, or 2-37 per cent., the numbers for 1845 amounting to 216. 

In class No. 6, “Forgeries and offences against the currency,” there has been 
a decrease of 37 committals, or nearly 30 per cent. 
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Class N 0 . 6, “ Miscellaneous ofFenees,” shows a considerable decrease, the num- 
bers for the last year being 4,769, or a difference, as compared with the preceding 
year, of 1,428, or 23-05 per cent. 



TiutE stoTOig tie laoroaseand Decrease ot Committals for the years 1844 and 1845, arranged 
according to classes. 



Class. 


1844. 


1845. 


Incretise. 


Decrease. 


per cent. 


1. Offences against the person -witli violence, . 

2. Offences against property ■with violence, 

3. Offences agoinst property -without -riolence, 

4. MaHcious offences against property, . 

5. Forgeries and offences against the currency, 

6. Miscellaneous offences, .... 


5,482 

1,058 

6,377 

211 

123 

6,197 


4,827 

1,112 

6,686 

216 

86 

4,769 


34 

5 


655 

691 

37 

1,428 


11-95 

5 

10-84 

2-37 

30 

23-04 



Gross decrease on the year 1845, as compared with 1844, 2,752, or 14-15 
per cent. 

As was before observed, the decrease in committals during the past year has 
not been confined to minor offences, but has extended itself to almost every 
description of crime. 

Considered as to the character of the offence, under “ Murder,” class 1, there 
has been a decrease of 37, or 28-68 per cent. The numbers charged with this 
offence, for 1845, being 92; of these upon trial 79 were acquitted and discharged. 
Numbers committed for Murder during the last seven years : — 

1839. 1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 

286 155 120 189 101 129 92 

Under the head of. “ Attempts to murder,” corresponding to “ Assaults, with 
intent to murder,” in last year’s return, the decrease has amounted to 69, or 
53*49 per cent. 

On referring to the averages of the last four years, it appears that the crime 
of “Shooting at, stabbing, &e.,” has been on the increase. In the present year, 
the increase amounts to 10. Numbers committed for “Shooting at, stabbing,” &c. 
during the last five years : — 

1841. 1642. 1643. 1644. 1845. 

31 69 5V 63 73 

During the past year, there has also been a considerable increase in the com- 
mittals for “Manslaughter,” amounting to 83. In examining the numbers shown 
in last year’s return, the increase appears to be confined principally to the fol- 
lowing counties, viz. : — 

Limerick. Eoscommon. Tipperary. Mayo. 

1844, 1845. 1844, 1845. 1644, 1845. 1844, 1845. 

3 30 10 21 23 47 14 40 

Being an excess on the four counties of 88, or 176 per cent, on the gross 
numbers charged with this offence. 

The committals under “Assaults” in this class (No. 1,) have been reduced 
from 4,4!?5 to 3,851, showing a decrease of 624, or 13-94 per cent. It is to be 
observed, that under this head are included “ Malicious,” as well as “ Common, 
assaults.” 

The committals for burglary and house-breaking are nearly identical with the 
numbers shown in last year’s tablesj while other crimes show a decrease. The 
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slight increase oa this class of o4, or o per cent., ai-ises from an excess under 
“ Taking and holding forcible possession,” whieli has increased about 8*77 per cent. 
This increase is principally confined to four counties, while in the others there 
has been a decrease of committals, tiz.: — 

Cavan. Fermant^h. Gaiway. Koscomnion. 

18 + 4 . 1845 . 1844 . 1645 . 18 + 4 . 18 + 3 . 18 + 4 . 18+5 

21 45 - 80 35 54 24 44 



Showing a gross increase on the foin counties of 143 committals under that 
head. 

In “ Cattle-stealing” the decrease has been very considerable, amounting to 
30-5 per cent., while the different descriptions of larceny have been diminished 
S'28 per cent., the numbers for 1844 being 5,441, and for 1845, 4,991. 

The committals under the head of “ Receiving stolen goods” amount to 230, 
being a decrease of 21 per cent. 

In cases of “ Arson” there has been a decrease of 28 per cent.; and this decrease 
extends itself to all the crimes in that class (Malicious offences against property,) 
except one, viz., “ Attacking and injuring dwelling-houses and lands.” Under 
this head, there appears an increase of 100 per cent. 

In “ Forgery and offences against the currency,” each offence shows a diminu- 
tion ; and under the head of “ Uttering and having in possession counterfeit gold 
and silver coin,” the decrease has reached 33 per cent. 

Under the head of “ Assembling armed unlawfully,” there has been an increase 
amounting to 23 committals, the number for 1844 being 121, and for 1845, 144, 
showing a difference of 19 per cent. The great decrease apparent in this class 
has arisen principally under “Riot” and “ Rescue,” there being a reduction under 
these two heads of 1,269, or 25’58 per cent. 



The total numbers convicted during the last year were 7,101 ; of those there 
were : — 



Sentenced to Death, . . . . • 


13 


„ Transportation for life, 


39 


„ „ * 14 years, 


. 14 


„ „ 7 years, . 


. 428 


j, „ other periods, . 


134 


„ Imprisonment for 3 years, 


• 


„ „ 2 years, 


115 


„ „ 1 year, . 


. 534 


,, 6 months and under, 


. 4,347 


Fined and dischaiged, &c., . . . • 


. 1,349 


Sentencse respited, . • • • 


128 



The total number acquitted and discharged amounted to 9,695. 



Not guilty on trial. 
No bills found, 

No prosecution, 
Bailed and not tried, 
Insane, 



4,9 H 
3,133 
3,436 
88 
27 



9,595 



Of the 13 capital sentences passed, 3 only (for murder) were executed; these 
took place in Tipperary and Waterford. Ten were commuted to transportation 
for life. 
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Sentences passed in. each of the last fiye years. 



Sextesces. 


1841. 


1842.* 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


Death, 


40 


25 


16 


20 


13 


Transported for life, ..... 


25 


29 


39 


45 


39 


„ 15 or 14 years, .... 


31 


44 


24 


16 


14 


„ 10 years, ..... 


- 


- 




- 


- 


„ 7 years, ..... 

„ ■’ othw periods, . . ... 

Imprisoned above 3 years, .... 


643 


677 


482 


526 


428 


165’ 


211- 


158 


113 


; 134 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


„ 3 years and above 2 years, . 


3 


6 


3 


2 




„ 2 years and above 1 year, 

„ 1 year and above 6 months, . 


134 


127 


HO 


107 


115 


598 


662 


571 


539 


534 


„ 6 months and imder. 


5,624 


5,973 


5,282 


4,842 


4,347 


Whipped, fined, and discharged. 

Sentence respited, ..... 


1,815 


1,878 


1,554 


1,738 


1,349 


209 


232 


351 


94 


128 



. The Proportion of Convictions to Acquittals during the past year has been as 
42-53 to 57-46. 



CoKPARATiVE TablEj showing the number ol’ Conrietions and Acquittals for five years, with the rate 
per cent, of each on ’ he whole number of Offences. 




Considered as to the classes of crime, the following are the results : — 

Clois. Convicted. Acquitted. 

1. Offences against person, ...... 38’71 . . 6l'28 

2. Offences against property, with violence, . . . 25’89 . ' . 74'10 

3. Offences against property, without violence, . . . 54'97 . . 45*02 

4. Malicious offences against property, .... 22'68 . . 77'31 

5. Forgery, and offences against currency, . . . 41*86 . . 58*13 

6. Miscellaneous Offences, 36*34 . . 63-65 



The Returns, as to the state of Instruction, continue to show a gradual increase 
in the number .of instructed offenders. 



Number of Persons committed in 1844 and 1846, and their State of Instruction. 





1844. Per cent. 


1845. Per cent. 


Read and write 


. 4,848 . .24*92 


4,404' . 26*37 


Read only, ..... 


. ■ . 2,584 . 13*28 


2,189 • 13*11 


Neither read nor write. 


. 5,885 . ‘30*25 


5,297 . 31*72 


Instruction could not he ascertained, 


. 6,131 . 31*5 


4,806 . 28*78 


Table showing the Age of Persons 


committed during the years 1844 and 1845. 




1844. 


1845. 


Aged at and under*l6, 


959 - 


. 878 


»• 21, .• 


. . ; 2,851 . 


•• 2,470 


» 30, •• 


. 5,332 '. 


. 4,589 


» 40, . 


. 2,447 - 


. 2,132 


» 60, .* 


. 1,141 . 


•. 1,139 


„ 60, . 


475 . 


. 480 


Above 60, 


. . ■ . 223 . 


203 


Age could not be ascertained, 


. . . 6,020 . 


. 4,805 


Total, 


. . . 19,448 . 


. 16,696 



* A discrepancy exists in the total number of convictions, as shown in General Tables annexed to 
Report of Inspectors of Prisons for 1842, and the convictions taken separately for that period. 
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RETOaN OP COMiOTTALS, distinguisbiDg those at and under the Age o£ 16, for following years. 



Years. 


Total Nnmljer of Committals. 


Under Age of 16. 


1840, 


. 23,833 . 


. 1,545, or 6‘48 per cent. 


1841, 


. 20,796 . 


. 1,459, or 7-01 „ 


1842, 


. 21,186 . 


. 1,156, or 5*45 „ 


1843, . 


. 20,126 . 


830, or 4-12 „ 


1844, . 


. . 19,448 . 


959, or 4-93 „ 


1845, . 


. 16,696 . 


. 878, or 5-25 „ 



The number of unascertained cases, as to age and instruction, are still very 
considerable, amounting to 28'7S per cent. 

The summary convictions, brought before Magistrates at Petty Sessions, 
amount to 17,512, being a decrease of 7’24 per cent, on preceding year. 



Cases brought forward at Petty Sessions for following years. 

18J1. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 

13,117 17,009 IS, 848 18,877 17,512 

In the committals to the County Gaols and Bridewells for drunkenness, under 
the Act 6 & 7 Wm. IV. cap. 38, there has been a diminution, ani^tunting to 7-21 



per cent., viz. : — 

County Gaols, 

Bridewells, 


1841. 

. 12,051 . 
. 16,598 . 


IC42. 

10,098 . 
7,298 . 


1843. 

, 10,985 . 
9,477 


1044. 

. 12,287 , 
. 12,075 , 


1845. 

, 12,331 
. 9,745 




28,649 


17, .396 


20,462 


24,362 


22,076 



An alteration has been made in “the denominations of crime,” as shown in the 
County Returns for 1845. This change has been adopted with the view of 
assimilating the Criminal Tables of Ireland to those prepared for England, and to 
meet the amendments which, during the last few years, have been made in the 
criminal code for both Countries. 



Chief Seoretaby’s Office, DuBLitr Castle, 
Mar<^, 1846. 
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ABSTRACT of CRIME IN IRELAND, 1845. 



COUNTIES. 


1. 1 
Namkerof 

ODd Quarter Ss- 


2. 

SummaTj Conrlo- 
Seulons. and Cues 


3. 

Numlier eommlUed for Drunkenness 
under S & 7 Wm. IT,, cip. 38. 


broushe before 
Uagietrue. 


CousCY Caols. 


BrideveHs. 


Antbiu ------ 


369 


93 


10 


361 


Arhagh - - - - 


394 


161 


271 


296 


CAntO» - 


350 


189 


262 


_ 


Cavan - 


453 1 


195 


110 ! 


134 


C1.ABE ------ 


536 


180 


86 


137 


. Cork 


1,278 


622 


51 


2,495 


City - 


3ir 


279 


1 




Doxroai. - - - - 


289 


189 


13 i 


110 


Down ------- 


489 


228 


85 


320 


Doblin ------ 


253 


927 


551 


- 


City ----- 


1,330 


7.44C 


5,942 


- 


Fskuanaoh ------ 


844 


125 


95 


- 


Galway ------ 


580 


839 


695 


619 


-.11 Town ----- 


68 


177 


259 


- 


KEBar - 


740 


282 


47 


344 


,, f Naas - - - - 

iAihr . - - - 


J 207 


184 


184 


} - 




212 


96 


21 


231 


City 


54 


189 


376 


- 


King’s County 


339 


186 


33 


S3 


Lbitbim 


3G1 


127 


101 


59 


Limebick ------ 


683 


259 


26 


407 


City 


128 


417 


451 


- 


Londonderry . , - . . 


2SS 


146 


135 


233 


Longtord 


306 


579 


147 


- 


Louts - 


263 


82 


145 


710 


Drogheda - - - 


50 


12 


264 


- 


Mato - - • - 


750 


673 


lOS 


63 


Meats - 


■ 287 


162 


56 


- 


Monaghan ------ 


286 


71 


47 


268 


Queen’s County ----- 


395 


222 


82 


64 




555 


138 


17 


200 


Sligo ------- 


449 


217 


36 


13 


f Nortb Riding 

Tippmabt jsoutlBiains - - 


1 1,508 


789 


640 


1 1,350 


Tyhone ------ 


440 


169 


63 


20 


"Watebfobd ------ 


332 


90 


22 


561 


City - 


84 


214 


613 


- 


Westmeath - . . . - 


289 


125 


203 


147 


Weeyord 


264 


259 


99 


500 


WlOSLOW ------ 


; 331 


175 


28 


20 


Total, - 


16,696 


17,512 


12,331 ‘ 


9,745 

076 



B 
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COUNTY OF CLAEE. 



ACQDITTED 

DISCHARGED. 



EEECtrajOS , 



COMMUTATlOif, 
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ACQUITTED 

DISCHARGED. 



COMWDT.ATIOS. 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF CORK. 




PBESOS'S RETUaXBD 



I CLERKS c 



CROWN aod PEACE. 









COUNTY OF DOWN. 
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ACOUITTBD 



DISCHARGED, 
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COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 



[Crimikal Rbi 



ACQUITTED 

DISCHARGED. 
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COUNTY OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 


[Criminal R 


TAJILL sfaowlDs tbfl KlfUlfERoT PERSONS RETL 
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« 74 , 

Exicimox 
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COUNTY OF FERMANAGH. 
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DISCHARGED, 



Exunmo 
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DISCHARGED. 



COMMUTATION. 
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